
Collaborative partnerships are 

rekindled as ISFI returns to 

Bagumbayan, Sultan Kudarat 
for a project funded by the 

Philippine Tropical Forest 
Conservation Foundation.

The  project, “Strengthening 

Governance Capacities to 

Rehabilitate  the Mono-Alah 

Watershed” was born out of a 

previous project with the 

Municipality of Bagumbayan -- the 

formulation of  the Forest Land Use 

Plan (FLUP) funded by the Philippine 

Environmental Governance (EcoGov) 

Project - 2.  The FLUP identified 

vulnerable  areas and recommended 

actions to address the 

municipality’s diminishing forest 
cover.  

ISFI zeroed in on Mono-Alah 

Watershed - Bagumbayan’s most 
critical watershed, as it affects the 

most  number of people.  During 

this project’s development  stage, 

ISFI consulted closely with EcoGov 2, 

particularly Mr. Mer Olvida and Mr. 
Edwin Camacho, on how to 

implement  some of the 

recommendations contained in the 

FLUP. 

Among the activities approved 

for this PTFCF project are the 

following:  organization of a multi-
sectoral  committee to plan and 

identify appropriate strategies 

through the Integrated Resource 

Management  Plan (IRMP), 

establishment of a local nursery 

and provision of  livelihood 

activities.                      

 This August, ISFI Project Team 

paid a  courtesy call to the 

municipality’s mayor, Hon. 

Bernardita  R. Bito-Onon,  to the 

MPDC  Mr. Ariston A. Panaligan, Jr., 
and to Ms. Vilma F. Nitura  of 
Regional Office  of DENR XII.  The 

Project Team also conducted a 

Project Orientation with the key 

LGU representatives and the  major 
stakeholders in Mono-Alah 

Watershed.  Bagumbayan LGU 

expressed its interest to link with 

the Polytechnic State College  for the 

nursery establishment.  The  next 
steps will be  the  reactivation of the 

Steering Committee  members to 

work on the IRMP. 

Mono-Alah 

Watershed 
Project with 
PTFCF and 

Bagumbayan 
Starts

The 10,000 hectares Mono-
Alah Watershed falls within 
the Mt. Daguma Range, one 

of  the country’s bio-
diversity hotspots
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ISFI visits Mayor Bito-Onon for the 

formal orientation on the project.  
After the meeting, ISFI looks at the 

proposed site for nursery.



Indigenous Peoples say 

their piece about 
Climate Change

This month...
DENR XI Watershed Characterization

ISFI submitted the Inception Report containing 

the agreements with the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR 

regional office) and  the Davao City’s Community 

Environment and Natural Resources Office.  All  of 
the 10 barangays in Davao City and 2 barangays in 

Talaingud  covered  by  the Lasang  Watershed were 

visited by  the Team and informed of ISFI’s 

presence in the area.   Their support were sought 
to provide an  updated illustration  of the 

watershed’s condition.

Catalysts in Enterprise Development 

Craft villages  participated in two trade exhibits -- 

2009 Mindanao  Trade Expo  at the Central Bank 

Convention Hall and the Kadayawan Fair Trade at 
the City Council Bldg -- generated a total  sales  of 
PhP 43,182.  At the MTE,  ISFI launched its “Market 
Consolidation Project”, assisting  craft villages that 
have already graduated from ISFI package of 
services.

On the other hand, Local Economic and Enterprise 

Development Plans of the 7 LGUs are still in the 

finalization stage.  ISFI met with the LGU of 
IGACOS to discuss concerns related to the plan.

PHILSSA-DFID

The report on the Davao City Baseline Profile 

(urban  poverty), focusing on Talomo area, is being 

written.   Gathering of secondary data was already 

completed.

IFC-Mindanao Banana Value Chain 

ISFI submitted the final post-evaluation  report 
and other documents related to the project..

Community Extension -SMSNAI

Apart from re-activating the group, ISFI started  to  

implement the project approved by PHILSSA 

under DFID Small Grants entitled “Good 

Governance to  Improve Productivity (SAGGIP) 

Project”.  The project aims to:

• Generate inventory and profile of current 
occupants of the housing units vis-a-vis the 
original recipients

• Clarify the status of account regarding house 
and lot units

• Implement pilot IGPs for members

• Establish concrete linkages with concerned 
government agencies

• Resolve and settle the eviction issue

The 12th Founding Anniversary  of SMSNAI is less 

than two months away and ISFI is  coordinating 

with Ateneo  SICO, Campus  Ministry  and High 

School Departments for the medical missions  and 

other activities planned.

The tribes of B’laan and the Tagakaulo are 

feeling the heat and seeing their livelihoods 

under threat.

Mid-August,  the ISFI  started the focused  group discussions  

(FGDs) with the two indigenous  tribes  living in Davao del Sur 
province.  

The FGDs  were participated by  elders from the tribes, 

women, youth, farmers  and barangay officials. Those who 

attended were ask if they have heard of the term “climate 

change” and most who  attended already did (as  their areas  are 

already reached by electricity and phone signal). The rest of the 

session  included  itemized discussion  on the observable 

changes in their forest cover,  agricultural production,   health 

and observance of traditional practices.  

ISFI asked the participants to  draw a community map  and 

identified  their  remaining forest area, the creeks and  rivers that 
are running  dry, and the clusters of households as well  as  major 
infrastructures.  

The forests  are crucial  for the indigenous peoples’ survival.  
They acknowledge the need to protect the remaining trees and 

reforest the denuded areas-- but what remains their  priority is 

the state of their livelihood.  For as long  as they have a 

sustainable means  to  earn a living,   the forest only comes  as a 

second priority.

Joy Cabo  is  on-call consultant and AVP of OIDCI  on  a flex-time 

arrangement. She however continues to  render services  to ISFI on 

output basis and especially focusing on resource generation  and 

mobilization (RGM), monitoring  and evaluation  (M & E)/regular 
staff meeting, linkage building and reviewing  quality  of project 
reports and other deliverables.  


