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ISFI Report to PRESIDENT 
LETTING GO

CVEDS GRADUATES 6 CRAFT VILLAGES

Six (6) craft villages, beneficiaries of the Craft Village 
Enterprise Development and Strengthening (CVEDS), 
a component of the Catalysts for Enterprise 
Development, have reached the growth level initially 
planned by the project -- such as the positive changes 
in their marketing and production aspects.  
Five (5) enterprise coaches, the project coordinator and 
ISFI Executive Director, Joy Cabo participated  in the 
assessment process and used different set of criteria to 
determine who among the 21 CVs can now be 
graduated from the scope of assistance provided by 
the CordAID funded project.  
The graduation implies that the CVs will now be 
considered and referred for higher level of monitoring 
and assistance (such as market consolidation and 
network building).  These CVs are Cebri, Jegna, PV 
Eco-Venture, Takumi Soya Milk, FEDDAFC, and Apo 

Ni Lola. ISFI has already started exploring potential 
institutions that can assist these said CVs.
ISFI project staff also agreed to document the 
improvement of these CVs while under the support of 
ISFI and CordAID, to serve as case study on good 
practices that can be shared and replicated in other 
CVs and micro-enterprises. 

In the other component, which is 
Capacitating Municipalities in 
Enterprise Development (CMED), 
the team presented the result of 
the Local and Regional Economic 
Development  (LRED) to the 
Technical Working Group and the 

City Mayor of the Island Garden City of Samal.  
Finally, the CMED enterprises coaches are expected to 
complete the LEEDP by June 2009.

   	

2 Profiles Completed 
in SMI Host 

Barangays Survey
Two (2) barangay profiles have been 
completed under the household 
baseline survey in Sagittarius Mines, 
Inc.’s host communities.  These are 
the Kimlawis and Tablu.  By June, the 
Technical Writing Team will have the 
three (3) other barangays - Pulabato, 
Datal Blao and Danlag completed.

Last May 9, ISFI met with Mr. Richie 
Lyndon Magtulis (who replaced Mr. 
Morse Tagwalo following SMI re-
organization) and Mr. Jun Barbers 
regarding the project activities under 
this survey.  Highlights of the meeting 
were the possible inclusion of the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
gender and indigenous peoples issues  
in survey instrument (for forthcoming 
surveys), upgrading of the CBMS 

software, and “balance” of Lampitak 
survey (the number of households 
were amply covered in other three 
barangays).  

PHILSSA-DFID’S City 
Baseline Finishes the 

500 Targeted 
Respondents

The City Baseline Profile recently 
completed the 500 households being 

targeted to 
provide the 
benchmark 
information 
on poverty 
and 
homelessness 

condition in Davao City.  Working 
closely with the SALORSEDFI, ISFI 
led the team of local enumerators in 
asking basic socio-economic profile of 

500 households.  SALOSEDFI 
identified the specific barangay, 
association and respondents for this 
survey. There were several meetings 
and consultations with the Barangay 
Talomo (area of the survey) and other 
stakeholders.

Community Extension 
Activities

Ninety-three students of the 
university were given an orientation 
on ISFI activities -- particularly the 
CVEDS project.  The activity served 
an an eye-opener for the students, 
giving them an opportunity to 
volunteer their services  for 
community development in relation 
to their courses. In addition, twenty 
(20) students had hands-on 
experience working with micro-
enterprises and the Craft Villages on 
the different aspects of running a 
small business.
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OTHER PROJECT 
UPDATES

1. TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
ENHANCEMENT OF THE MT. 
APO NATURAL PARK 
MANAGEMENT PLAN and 
STRENGTHENING OF MANP 
PAMB

• ISFI and EcoGov Task Manager 
Raoul Gelleogue discussed the 
revision on the plan prepared by 
Consultant Errol Gatumbato.

2. MONITORING AND 
EVALUATION OF THE 
MINDANAO BANANA VALUE 
CHAIN PROJECT

• The final tool to be used for the final  
project evaluation has been revised, 
based on a meeting with IFC’s 
representatives.  ISFI is awaiting 
final comments prior to the conduct 
of the Focus Group Discussion with 
the project beneficiaries and 
stakeholders.

3. GENERATING BASELINE 
INFORMATION ON 
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S 
UNDERSTANDING AND 
RESPONSE TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE

• The Project Team has already been 
organized and several project 
meetings have already taken place.  
Among the initial tasks completed 
was the finalization of 6-month 
work plan and the formulation of 
Guide Questions to be used during 
the Focus Group Discussions with 
the seven (7) communities included 
in the project.

4. PTFCF Project : STRENGTHENING 
GOVERNANCE CAPACITIES to 
REHABILITATE the MONO-ALAH 
WATERSHED

• Awaiting project contract.

PROJECT 
GENERATION 

ACTIVITIES
ISFI submitted the following proposals 
for the month of May:

1. European Union - Non-State 
Actors and Local Authorities 
in Development Programme

• Davao-Bukidnon Indigenous 
Peoples Highland Resource 
Management Project

2. WorldBank Development 
Marketplace 2009 
Competition

• Exploring Alternative Livelihood 
Schemes for Farmers in San 
Isidro, Sibagat, Agusan del Sur

• Mainstreaming IP’s Traditional 
Knowledge and Practices in Local 
Governance, Community 
Development and Education: A 
Response to Climate Change

• Managing the Upland Resoruce 
of IBASMADC as a Means to 
Help Neutralize the Effects of 
Climate Change

ISFI is also awaiting final go-signal for 
the Phase 5 Household Baseline 
Survey in the Municipality of Sulop, 
Davao del Sur.

Joy Cabo is on-call consultant of OIDCI and AVP of OIDCI on a 
flex-time arrangement. She however continues to render services 
to ISFI on output basis and especially focusing on resource 
generation and mobilization (RGM), monitoring and evaluation 
(M & E)/regular staff meeting, linkage building and reviewing 
quality of project reports and other deliverables.  

ISFI Household Baseline Team briefing 
the local guides and enumerators on 

the survey instrument prior to the 
conduct of the survey.

ISFI Household Baseline Team taking a 
pose with a local farmer.

ISFI Household Baseline Team taking a 
rest along a river stream.


